
From the Pastor’s Desk 

The novelist and critic George Eliot once wrote, Delicious autumn.  My very soul is wedded to it, and if I were 
a bird I would fly about the earth seeking the successive autumns.  I agree with her; it is a wonderful time of 
the year.  I, myself, love all four seasons, but if I had to pick a favorite, it would be autumn.  So many new 
things start in autumn, as cooler winds prevail and leaves begin to change colors. One of my favorite 
beginnings was that of school: old friends, new friends, new classes, new teachers. 

Here at St. John’s, we are into many new things as we move into fall, both with the renovations to our building 
and with our ministry.  By now you have surely noticed the marble covered Altar area and solea, replacing the 
very old, stained, and (in places) burned carpet.  As well, our Parish Ministry Team is involved in various ways 
to reach out to others, those in our parish, and those beyond.  One of these ministries is our education 
ministry.  The Sunday School program, run by Steve Coraluzzi, began again on 29 August with our Teachers’ 
Workshop, and classes will begin on Sunday, 13 September.  In October, we will, again, have our adult 
education classes on Wednesday evenings. 

Religious education is crucial to us as faithful Orthodox Christians.  Our patron saint, John Chrysostom, 
writes,“We spare neither labor nor means in order to teach our children secular sciences, so that they can 
serve well the earthly authorities.  Only the knowledge of the holy Faith, the service of the Heavenly King are a 
matter of indifference to us.  We allow them to attend spectacles but we care little whether they go to Church 
and stand within it reverently.  We demand an account from them of what they learned in their secular 
institutes – why do we not demand an account from them of what they heard in the Lord’s house? 

Occasionally, I get questions from parishioners about this issue or that issue.  I always ask, “Oh, I covered that 
in the adult education classes.  Was I not clear”?  Well, of course, they attended no classes.  Christian 
education is for everyone.  We all need to go beyond just going to church on Sunday mornings. 

As we start off the fall Sunday School program, may we all bring our children each week so they can learn the 
Faith, and learn to be more comfortable in it.  As adults, we, too, need to learn our Faith, so that we can not 
only be an example to 
our children, but be able 
to answer the questions 
they ask about our 
current culture and our 
Faith.  Let us all become 
more involved in the 
ministry that is taking 
place at St. John’s! 

- Father Brooks Ledford
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Important Dates 

9 September – Outreach 
Committee Meeting 7:30pm 

13 September – Celebration 
of the Elevation of the Cross; 
first day of Sunday School 

13 September – Gregory 
Costa Golf Classic and 
Dinner 

15 September - Parish 
Council Meeting 7:00pm 

16 September – Stewardship 
Committee Meeting 7:00pm 

17 September – Charity and 
Benevolence Meeting  
7:00pm 

24-26 September – Diocesan 
Assembly (Worcester, Mass.) 

October Wednesdays – Adult 
Religious Classes 7:00pm 

13 October - Parish Council 
Meeting: 7:00pm 

14 November – Archbishop 
Nikon’s visit, Great Vespers 
6:00, Potluck following 

15 November – Archbishop 
Nikon’s visit and our Name’s 
Day Celebration 

To Sit or Stand During Liturgy 

The traditional posture of worship in the Orthodox Church is to stand.  In the 
“old countries”, most churches do not even have pews (maybe some side 
chairs for the elderly or infirmed). I was actually surprised at the OCA church 
in San Antonio (where there are no pews) to see elderly people stand for the 
entire service.  In this country, in many jurisdictions, allowances are made, 
and at the beginning of services, there are, we are informed, proper times to 
sit, and, of course, when any individual needs to sit it is proper.  We are told, 
in this country, that there are certain times when most should stand:  when 
the priest is giving a blessing, when the priest is censing, during processions, 
and certainly at the Gospel reading.  We, of course, stand for the Nicene 
Creed and, from that point on, we should be standing reverently until the 
Divine Liturgy comes to an end.  In our parish, there are directives in the 
Divine Liturgy books, written in red in the margin of the pages. 

Entering the Church (Late) 

The time to arrive for the Divine Liturgy is before the service begins.  When 
arriving after this, it is important to be as unobtrusive as possible.  When the 
Epistle or the Gospel is being read, and during the consecration of the Gifts, 
one should stand in behind the glass doors until that part is concluded, and 
then enter quietly. This applies to any procession, as well.  It is important not 
to interrupt the Divine Liturgy when it is in progress.  Those serving in the 
altar area should NEVER arrive late. 

Holy Noise 

The wonderful coffee hour we have is the time to chat and greet 
friends.  Inside the church itself, we should respect the fact that this is 
God’s House.  Only during the Kiss of Peace (a wonderful and 
ancient part of the Divine Liturgy) do we speak to our neighbors, 
exclaiming “Christ is in our midst…He is and ever will be.”  Children 
will naturally make some noise and we look on that with love and 
patience (we were all children once!).  When children are unduly 
noisy, it is proper for the parent to take the child outside or to the 
Sunday School area.  There are speakers in the pre-school room, so 
the Divine Liturgy can be heard.  When they are calmed down, they 
should be brought back into the church where they can experience 
more of the Divine Liturgy. 



Parish Ministry Team 
News 

The Parish Ministry 
Team represents the 
various ministries 
going on at St. John’s. 
Beyond the new 
groups that have begun 
(such as the 
Stewardship 
Committee, the 
Outreach Committee, 
Charity and 
Benevolence, and YAL 
– Young Adult League), 
we have, the Sunday 
School program, Adult 
Education, Music, and 
the Parish Council.  

All of these work 
together to build and 
maintain a healthy 
parish, doing the work 
of the Gospel. Anyone 
who is interested in 
participating in one of 
these ministries should 
see Fr. Brooks. It takes 
a little time and 
dedication, but is well 
worth it.  

We are all in this 
together, as a 
community, so let’s get 
involved!

Gregory E. Costa Golf Classic 

Sunday, September 13, 2015 

In 1989, some twenty six years ago, ✝Greg Costa 
and ✝Nick Naum collaborated and created the Golf 
Scramble and Dinner. Greg and Nick were 
excellent golfers and spent many happy times on 
the area golf courses. These golfers thought  a 
church golf outing would be a good way to raise 
money for their beloved church as well as enjoy a 
round of golf and an evening with their family and 
friends. 

Greg and Nick were both very active members of 
our parish. Greg was a past parish council chair 
and Nick served on parish council for a number of 
years. Greg was also very active in the Albanian Archdiocese and was elected as 
the lay vice-chair of the Archdiocese. He was awarded the Knight of Saint 
George, the highest honor that can be bestowed upon a layperson by the 
Archdiocese. Nick was awarded the Herald of Saint Constantine and Saint 
Helena, which is given to individuals in recognition of their contributions to their 
parish. The legacy of both men stand firm in our parish. 

In 2008, following the repose of our beloved Greg and an endorsement from 
Nick Naum, the name of the Golf Scramble was changed to the Gregory E. Costa 
Golf Classic.  

Over the years the Golf Scramble/Classic has evolved. We print a 
commemorative booklet that is distributed at the dinner.  Patrons, friends and 
parishioners “sponsor holes” - place ads in the booklet, which contributes to our 
fundraising efforts.  We also have an Albanian Auction – attendees at the dinner 
buy raffle tickets and win prize baskets. Finally, we have a 50/50 raffle with the 
winner awarded a cash prize! Over the past 26 years the Golf Classic has raised 
over $110,000.00 for our parish. 

We are very thankful for the support we receive from our parishioners and friends 
and are excited and look forward to a good turnout of golfers and attendees at 
this year’s dinner.  

It is important to remember those who are no longer with us. That is one of the 
reasons we say “Memory Eternal!” It is important to remember +Greg Costa and 
+Nick Naum and their contributions to our parish, not only at the Gregory E. 
Costa Golf Classic, but throughout the year. Both men made our parish stronger 
and we are blessed to have known them. 

May their memories be 
eternal! 

For information about this 
year’s golf classic please 
contact via email at 
info@stjohnsphila.org  or call 
(609) 685-1651. 

✝Gregory Costa

✝Nick Naum



Memories from the 2014 Annual Gregory E. Costa Golf Classic and Dinner



Parish Council

Sunday School

Young Adult 
League

Plan a Church 
Event or Outing

Stewardship

Orthodox Study 
Adult Classes

Benevolence

Sing in the Choir

Outreach

Monthly Giving Items: 

September - Ream of paper 

October - Paper towels 

November - Paper Plates 

December - Your Christmas donation

Church Council - Come and See 

In the Church Council Minutes, I am listed as an auxiliary member.  As such, we 
the auxiliary members are to provide supplementary or additional help and 
support to those elected members of Council. 

Recently, I was asked why do I go to the meetings held by the Church Council.  
Upon reflection, I realized that my entire younger life was being secretary to 
Parish Council.  As I aged, another opportunity came for me to “take minutes” and 
I was again a member of Council when Donna Dimitri first became Chairperson.  
Now, I am an “auxiliary member.”—I am retired!  Of course, old habits die hard.  
So I continue to attend meetings and find myself “taking notes” for myself, 
continuing to practice my shorthand, as the secretaries we have are excellent and 
take perfect Minutes. 

Donna encourages all parishioners to attend Council meetings.  You can see how 
ideas lead to discussions and finally to Motions.  It’s all about maintaining our 
beautiful Church so that we as a community can do “good and charitable works.” 
Despite the fact that auxiliary members do not vote on motions, etc., nevertheless, 
our ideas are heard.  I do encourage everyone to come to the meetings.  When 
you see how you too can help the Church by giving of your talents, you can then 
run for election to Parish Council. This takes commitment and joyful work.  New 
people bring new ideas for a happy solution. 

Plus, Donna and others often bring wonderful meals!  At times, I feel guilty that I 
do so little yet I am being “wined and dined.”  All I can do is give my LOVE to this 
wonderful group of “Stewards.”  As a wise philosopher once wrote:  Mindful time 
spent with the person we love is the fullest expression of true love and real 
generosity.  It is my pleasure to continue to join them; it’s fun for me.  So I say to 
all who read the Newsletter:  COME AND SEE! 

- Dorothy Tomassini 

Donate: 

TIME 

TREASURE 

TALENT 

Be an Active Part of the St. John’s Family - Get Involved!

And Many 
Other Ways to 

Get Involved….

Visit our website: www.stjohnsphila.org. 

Our website contains information about 
Orthodoxy, our parish, events and many 

photos.  



Parish Council – A Time to Serve  

Our semi-annual general parish meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 18, 2015, during coffee hour. Our parish meetings are 
held twice a year, in March and again in October. At the March meeting we go over the events of the past six months. Father 
Brooks and members of parish council present reports, as does the Sunday school director. We also select delegates for the 
annual Archdiocesan meeting, held in September. Old and new business is discussed. 

At the October meeting reports are once again presented so all can be updated on the status of the parish. The budget for the 
upcoming year is presented and approved by those in attendance.  

Another important agenda item at the October meeting is the election of parish council members. The following information was 
taken from the Uniform Constitution of the Parishes of the Albanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America, Inc.  

The members of parish council, along with members of the auxiliary council, meet one evening a month for approximately 2 
hours, to discuss the business of the church. Members of our current parish council are: Chair – Donna Dimitri, Vice Chair – 
Peter Ghicondey, Treasurer – Michele Anderson, Secretary – Michele Lorimer, Trustees - Linda Biando, Elvira Gusho, Nilda 
Salavachi. Linda Biando has served on parish council for many years. Due to family matters Linda has chosen not to serve in 
2016. Elvira Gusho has personal commitments and is also not able to serve in 2016. We 
thank Elvira and are most appreciative for her service this past year. A special thanks is 
extended to Linda Biando, who in addition to being a longtime Sunday school teacher, has 
served on parish council for the past several years. We will miss you! 

The other five members of parish council are able to continue their service to our parish in 
2016. That means we have two positions to fill. Help shape the future of your parish. 
Participate by joining parish council. The time is NOW! 

Please contact Father Brooks or any member of the current parish council if you are able to 
serve in 2016. 

ARTICLE XI 

THE PARISH COUNCIL  

A. The secular affairs of the parish shall be administered by a parish council of seven members who shall serve for a minimum 
of one year or for multi-year terms on a staggered basis as determined by the parish. 

B. The parish council shall administer the secular affairs of the parish under the supervision of the Archdiocese. 

C. The parish council shall hold a regular monthly meeting and extraordinary or special meetings whenever a majority of the 
council deems it necessary. 

D. The parish council implements the Archdiocesan constitution, fulfills its duties toward the Archdiocese, toward members of 
the parish, and the community at large.  

E. The parish council and/or priest shall refer all unresolved issues or concerns to the Archdiocese for interpretation or 
resolution. 

F.  The parish council, in consultation with the priest, shall appoint and dismiss all non-ecclesiastical personnel such as 
secretary, custodian or other laity not directly associated with religious services as deemed necessary.  

G. The parish council shall appoint sub-committees from among members of the parish for special purposes. These sub-
committees are directly responsible to the parish council. 

H. The parish council shall monitor parish income, provide receipts, and pay by check the personnel of the parish and all the 
expenses of the parish institutions as provided by the budget, as well as fees fixed by the Convention of the Archdiocese. 

I. The parish council shall maintain the parish buildings in good condition.  

J. The parish council shall always cooperate with the parish priest in making necessary preparations for religious services 
and keep order during the services. 

K. The parish council, if necessary, may incur obligations on behalf of the parish beyond the amount of the budget not to 
exceed $2,000.00 in any budget line item. In the event of higher amounts it shall obtain the approval of the parish 
membership at a general meeting or extraordinary meeting called for this purpose. 

L. The Parish Council shall attend the Divine Services, on a regular basis, thus setting a good example for others.  

M. The parish council shall transfer to the new council, upon the installation of its members, all property and records of the 
parish in order and harmony. 
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After

Parish Renovation Update 

The Altar and Solea of the Church were 
updated from carpet to marble. Plans are 
being made to finish the front step.  See 
Before and After pictures below.

Before

Before

Before

After

Renovations

Renovations


